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Our Vision

All property owners in Pearly Beach, as well as visitors to our area, are drawn together by a common passion to conserve the natural splendour of Pearly Beach and its environment. We see Pearly Beach as a CONSERVATION COMMUNITY reinforced by a CONSERVANCY to which every property owner is invited to belong.

VISION of the Conservancy:

Pearly Beach is a conservation community working together as a team to ensure that the unique character of Pearly Beach will be conserved for generations to come.

VALUES of the Conservancy:

We strive to be a caring community united by our passion to conserve the natural splendour, ecological processes and biodiversity of Pearly Beach, and keen to share our appreciation of the environment with others.

PURPOSE of the Conservancy:

To promote the protection of indigenous plants, animals and insects, important biological communities, e.g. rare plants, and landscapes and to promote the conservation, protection and restoration of all natural systems and resources of the Pearly Beach area with particular attention to inshore ecosystems, indigenous plant and animal life;
· Eco-operation between all enrolled members and authorities in respect of the management of the Conservancy; to collect funds and use such funds for the promotion of the activities of the Conservancy; to promote the sustainable economic use of the natural resources;
· to monitor any developments and activities within the Pearly Beach area and where appropriate, make ecologically sound recommendations concerning these to the relevant authorities;
· where possible, to restore those areas degraded by alien vegetation; §to assist the local authorities in the correct management of the natural resources of the area;
· to encourage local communities to become more involved with and knowledgeable about their local environment;
· to encourage the study of the ecology of the area and to share the knowledge gained;
· to co-operate with other groups within the greater Overberg area which have similar aims to those of this Conservancy.

Our COMMITMENT:

As a Conservation Community we have zero tolerance for poaching! If we suspect anyone of poaching, we take action! As a Conservation Community we support indigenous gardening with a minimum of fences and walls enabling wildlife to move freely.

Why INDIGENOUS GARDENS?
· They preserve the natural character that makes Pearly Beach so special;
· they reduce the risk of introducing alien plant species into a Conservancy;
· they help ensure that indigenous pollinators (ants, beetles, birds, butterflies, etc.) are not disturbed by the introduction of exotic pollens or foreign pollinator species;
· indigenous vegetation provides a secure habitat and food supply for indigenous birds, mammals, reptiles and insects;
· and they conserve precious water, as many fynbos plants are drought resistant. Exotics often consume 60% more water than fynbos!

LAWNS: Lawns, kept to the minimum area needed to protect homes from fire, should be planted with drought-hardy, indigenous buffalo grass. Kikuyu is an invasive alien and should be eradicated where possible.

PETS in a Conservancy: Pearly Beach is a dog-friendly village, but owners are asked to respect local by-laws by ensuring that:
· dogs are on leashes or under control at all times;
· our beaches, roads and paths are not despoiled.
· If droppings are made where people can walk, please bag and remove them;
· barking does not disturb the neighbourhood;
· dogs and cats do not hunt or disturb our wild birds and other wildlife. If your cat is a hunter, put a bell on its collar and please keep it in at night.

LIGHT POLLUTION:

Although our Conservancy has an understanding for the guidelines of the Overstrand Municipality to ensure that all new developments must be provided with streetlights, we trust that you will support our request not to have the streetlights switched on at this stage, as well as that outside lights at houses not be left burning throughout the night, for the following reasons: disturbing the life cycles of small game and insects that feed at night, for example bats, duikers, porcupines, etc.; light pollution; the observation of stars, as well as the lights of ships at sea, will be severely impeded; the natural unspoilt environment will be totally disturbed.

WATER CONSERVATION:

Fynbos requires little water, however keen gardeners install rainwater collection tanks for their gardening needs, especially as water restrictions are often imposed in summer.

LITTER:

Our commitment to the Vision means that we should all try to keep Pearly Beach pristine. We participate in beach clean-ups and on our walks we pull out seedlings of Rooikrans and other invasive plants, and pick up any litter we see.

CLEAN MARINE:

The Clean Marine project has been conceived locally and is aimed at developing sustainable mitigating measures to address the adverse effect that marine pollution has on marine life in general and birds in particular. Clean Marine is a pilot study developed in the Overberg and will hopefully later be implemented along the entire South African coastline. The main project partners are BirdLife South Africa, represented by BirdLife Overberg and BirdLife Walker Bay, CapeNature, Coastcare, Dyer Island Cruises and the Overstrand Municipality.

