CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT FOR 2023
Once again, I must address the role of the Pearly Beach Ratepayers’ Association as there appears to be much confusion out there about who we are and what we do!  The PBRPA represents its members on municipal matters, but application needs to be made to become a member of the Association.  The Ward Councillor on the other hand, represents the entire community which is why we try to have the ward councillor present when we host public meetings for the community.  
Two public meetings were hosted by the PBRPA during 2023 for the benefit of residents and property owners in the village - one in April and the other in August.  The meeting was advised that  “Dogs on Beaches” policy was still out for public comment.  Concern was expressed regarding poaching as was loadshedding and the municipality’s plans to deal with this in future.  Cllr Fourie addressed the Integrated Development Plan and various tariff increases and urged residents to download the Collaborator App on their phones in order expedite municipal maintenance issues.
Our first public meeting for 2024 was held on 22 February and was exceptionally well attended.  However, misinformation and fake news had been shared regarding the clear water dam and the accompanying water restrictions, creating an unpleasant undertone for part of the meeting.  May I take this opportunity to caution everyone about sharing municipal information via social media.  If you cannot verify it, don’t share it! 
On a more pleasant note, Pearly Beach is now the proud recipient of a new generator which has been installed at the water pump station.
We retained our Blue Flag Status at Castle Beach, despite two storms in June and September.  
Fortunately, the damaged boardwalks were repaired in time for the onset of the bumper holiday season.
Our projects continue in 2024 and the committee is confident that the drinking fountain on the village green will be completed once the national elections are over.  Our whale in the enclosure suffered a setback during the storms and will require some TLC. 
Finally, it has been my privilege to work alongside ward councillors, Councillor Steven Fourie and Alderman Dudley Coetzee this year and I wish to thank them both for their input and support.  Management committee members, Nelia, Viv, Trevor, Jason and Wilma, my heartfelt appreciation for your patience and diligence over the past twelve months.  Last but not least, It would be remiss of me not to extend our sincere gratitude to the Overstrand municipality for their excellent service to the people of Pearly Beach.
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Over the past year, the management committee has been reconsidering our Constitution as we are of the opinion that it needs to be updated. When the PBRPA was formed it fell under the district and we did not enjoy the benefits of having a municipality to rely on for water etc.  Our committee does not feel that we can provide firefighting services on behalf of the village and so these and other stipulations in the Constitution need to be revised.  

