[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTES OF AN INFORMAL PUBLIC MEETING, HOSTED BY THE PEARLY BEACH RATEPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION, HELD AT 16h00 AT THE ANGLING CLUB, PEARLY BEACH, ON FRIDAY, 22 NOVEMBER, 2024

The Chairperson of the PBRPA welcomed everyone to the informal public meeting and then opened in prayer.   

Cllr Steven Fourie then addressed the meeting
He requested that residents download the Citizen Collaborator App and use it for any queries or complaints.  Once done a reference number is assigned and the request then passes through the relevant municipal departments until finalized.   The App was recently upgraded to be more user friendly.   There will be a hands-on training session at the Gansbaai Municipal Chambers early in 2025 for anyone wishing to learn more about the Citizen Collaborator App.    
Cllr Fourie also reminded everyone present that there is a Ward 11 WhatsApp group which is monitored by the Mayor and the Ward Councillor.   Anyone who wishes to be included on this group was requested to provide him with their cel phone number.  
He requested that if anyone sees smoke during the “fire season” to please immediately report it to the local fire department.   
Jacques le Roux then gave a summary of the recent PBRPA committee meeting held with the Director and engineers at the Pearly Beach Clear Water Dam, with regard to water shortages experienced early this year.   The dam is currently 80% full and the municipal engineers are confident that we will have sufficient water for the next 10 years as more water can now be pumped from the Brown Water Dam, following the installation of a new clarifier at the water treatment plant.  Drilling Wells are a consideration for the future, with test points possibly being drilled in the next financial year.
The floor was then opened for questions:
What is the general feeling on the application for a new Bottle store?
There were many responses from the floor to this question, mostly negative.   Amongst concerns raised were unwanted people loitering which would affect the whole area.   Alderman Coetzee responded by stating that this application to the municipality is to obtain consent use to operate a bottle store on the premises and to change the current title deed to allow alcohol to be sold from the premises.   This is the first step in the process.   If approved, an application for a liquor licence can be directed to the Liquor Board for consideration.   He emphasized that concerned residents should register their opposition individually by sending an email to alida@overstrand.gov.za as this would be the only way to submit an objection.     
When will all the dry wood be removed along the R43 , as currently  this poses a fire hazard?
Firstly, it should be noted that this is a provincial road and does not fall under the municipality.   Alderman Coetzee stated that the contractor was currently removing the dry brush.  
Some of the speed dips in the village are too deep which can cause damage to certain cars
The Citizen Collaborator App should be used to report these concerns.  The municipality will then respond by measuring the relevant speed dip to ensure it/they are between 50mm – 70mm deep.
Why have some of the Marine information posters been removed?
The location of the missing posters needs to be identified and then reported via the Citizen Collaborator platform. 


Is the municipality addressing the numerous potholes around the village?
The resident was requested to take a photograph of the pothole(s) and to identify the location on Collaborator.  
It was noted that the municipality regularly repairs potholes in the village, but they need to be informed immediately when these appear.
An explanation was provided outlining the process used in the tarring of roads in the village.  The meeting was advised that this is not the same specification as regular tar, but rather a dust control method employed within the municipal budget, to provide everyone with dust-free roads.
What is happening at the water tower?
 A tender for the refurbishment of the tower has been advertised with two companies submitting tenders.   A decision will be made in January 2025.  
Can one use pop-up sprayers to water your garden?
Yes, as the water restrictions have been lifted but one is stilll restricted from watering the garden with municipal water between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm.  
There are many missing road signs and some of the “Dogs on leashes“ signage is missing at some beaches

Alderman Coetzee will ask the municipality to conduct a survey, but this can also be reported on the Collaborator platform if road signage is missing or damaged.
Will the Blue Water Bay launch site be closed down?
The site will be decommissioned as an official launch site.   DFFE wished to hand over all launch sites to the municipality.  
However, this would then require the construction of ablution facilities, an office, a boom and staff to man it which is unaffordable.   Andrew Smith had attended a meeting where this was discussed and was reassured that the access road would not be closed and that it would be graded to allow vehicles to travel safely.   Other launch sites in the area are Kleinbaai, Gansbaai and Buffeljagsbaai
Will Castle Beach have Blue Flag status this year?
Alderman Coetzee has asked the Mayor for feedback.  He is awaiting her response.   His main concern is that lifeguards and other services should be be provided.
Is there a Task Team to combat poachers?
There is a small team of members who are there to assist the police.   Combating poaching is a sub division of DFFE who are responsible for protecting the water, while SAPS is responsible for protecting the land.   
When will the underground asbestos water pipes be replaced?
Alderman Coetzee responded that this would hopefully be within this financial year - if funds are available.   Priority is however being given to Bettys Bay as water pipes are bursting there on a daily basis.  
With no further questions the meeting was closed at 16h55.   
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