CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 2018
For some people 2018 can only be described in the words of Queen Elizabeth II as an annus horribilis!  Illegal poaching of abalone reached epic proportions and sadly, Lappies Labaschagne was killed in a tragic hit and run accident while cycling on our roads.  In March a raging fire on the outskirts of Pearly Beach village caused much devastation.
Efforts were made to engage the services of the SA defence force to assist in combating the illegal harvesting of perlemoen.  The operation was conducted during November 2018 and was reasonably successful, with the number of poachers in Pearly Beach reducing drastically.  Several boats and vehicles were also confiscated by SAPS during this operation.  We trust that in future, operations of this nature can be maintained over a prolonged period of time.  
There has also been an increased presence of traffic officials in Pearly Beach, both in marked and unmarked vehicles.  Unmarked vehicles and traffic officers in plain clothes have become necessary because of the permanent lookout that you may have noticed at the intersection of the PB Main Road and the R43.
Following the ravaging March fire, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Planning in the Western Cape Government was requested to undertake an inspection of the fire risk on the agricultural land surrounding PB.  The land owners have been instructed to clear fire breaks around the perimeters of their properties.
The Pearly Beach Ratepayers’ Association prides itself on maintaining the beauty of our village.  However we have been hampered in this regard by not enjoying the services of the Cape Coastal Workers whom we rely on to keep the village clean and maintain the village green.  We have been informed that the contract has since renewed and we look forward to once again benefitting from their assistance this year.
We also request your help in keeping the village clean and tidy.  Please place your refuse on the sidewalk on a Monday morning from 7 am.  Use black refuse bags for your rubbish and make use of the clear plastic bag by recycling waste where possible.  
If you have extra rubbish or garden refuse and are leaving the village before another collection date, please make use of the drop off zone.  It is there for our convenience.  Over the past few weeks the drop off zone has been abused and we respectfully ask that care is taken when disposing of refuse.  
During 2018, a new pre-filtration unit was added to the water purification plant at Pearly Beach, to remove the brown colour from our drinking water, without the excessive use of chemicals.
Buildings were added to Castle Beach to provide toilet facilities for disabled people, as well as a storeroom for equipment, both of which are requirements that must be met - before full blue flag status can be allocated to Castle Beach.
We are pleased to advise that the dust control tarring of roads in Pearly Beach will continue.  This year Broadway, The Crescent, Therondraai and Puren Road will be tarred.  Further speed control measures will be introduced where needed.  
Please visit our new website which we are still busy building.  There you can access committee meeting minutes.  The minutes of this AGM will be circulated by no later than March 2019 in accordance with our Constitution.  Please ensure that your email addresses are correct.
I would like to extend our appreciation to the Overstrand Municipality, to our Ward Councillor, Ald Dudley Coetzee who serves as an ex officio member of the committee, to Kat Myburgh and Theo Steenberg in particular, for their willingness to assist us in maintaining our village.
To the members of the neighborhood watch our grateful thanks for patrolling our village and for helping to keep people and property safe and secure.  Keep up the good work.
Finally to the existing management committee – Nelia, Pete, Viv and Jason – my sincere thanks for your loyalty, support and hard work throughout the year.  It has been a privilege to serve alongside you.

SHIRLEY COETZEE
CHAIRPERSON
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