WARD COUNCILLOR’S REPORT FOR 2020
2020 was a difficult year for our country and the Overstrand was no exception, with a number of people losing their jobs. The country is facing an unemployment rate of close to 40% with the WC at approximately 24%.  As a Municipality we need to create an environment that will attract investors to the Overstrand, to create jobs and start to grow our economy again.
The draft Municipal budget will be tabled on the 31 March 2021, thereafter it will be open for public comment during April.  The final budget will be tabled at the council meeting in May.  A 4% increase across the board of services is envisaged for those services where the Municipality controls the cost.  The National Energy Regulator of South Africa (NERSA) has issued a statement stating that electricity tariffs will increase by an estimated 17% from 1 April this year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The tarring of the remaining gravel roads in Pearly Beach has started and should be completed by the end of June 2021.
The boardwalk at Rotunda beach is currently being replaced.  A CCTV camera will be installed at the entrance to Pearly Beach.  The Neighborhood Watch will be approached to advise where other cameras are needed.
Residents were requested to encourage neighbours to abide by the bylaw which states that refuse can only be deposited on the pavement on collection day which is on a Monday morning.
Through the Pearly Beach Ratepayers’ Association much has been accomplished in Pearly Beach over the past ten years:
▲	The Pearly Beach Name Wall at the entrance to the village was built.
▲	Street lights were installed at the intersection of Main 	Road and the R43.  
▲	The Village Green and Fynbos Garden were developed in partnership with the 	Conservancy.
▲	An additional water filtration system was installed to remove colour from the 	drinking water.
▲	Most of the original water mains have been replaced.
▲	Boardwalks were constructed at the entrance to the main beaches.
▲	Castle Beach was upgraded to full Blue Flag status.
▲	All the gravel roads in the village will have been tarred.

Alderman Coetzee advised the meeting that he would not be standing for re-election as the Ward Councillor for Ward 11 at the forthcoming local government election.  He then introduced Councillor Steven Fourie from the Overberg District Municipality to the meeting and stated that he hoped that Cllr Fourie would be nominated as the DA candidate in Ward 11. 
  
