Strandveld Hiking Club
Minutes of the 2024 AGM
Held on 14/12/2024 at The Birkenhead Boat Club

Welcome and opening to members and visitors.
This was an inaugural meeting and hence no minutes from previous meetings.
Items discussed were as follows:
Club Statistics. 
Membership.
Membership has grown in 2024 from approximately 94 active members to 155. 
Member details have been captured on a data base from the Membership Application form.
Members on the Gmail account are 148
Members in the birthday lists are 135
Members on the Whatsapp group are 97
Post the AGM, some members expressed concern that the club may grow beyond the desired group size required to keep it unique. To this effect, club membership will be limited to 180 members. Non active members may be asked to affirm participation in club activities, removed from the member list or asked to reapply for membership.

Finances 
The club has a fund which is accounted for on a public (by member request) simple spread sheet detailing income and expenses. The fund is in cash and held by the Chairman. Typical incomes are membership fees, name cards and donations. Typical expenses are name card holders, stationary, functions.
The fund was started in December 2023 with 			R   500.00
The fund currently shows a balance of				R1 362.00

Walks
A total of 11 walks were held in the 12 months under review. One was cancelled due to climatic challenges

Election of Chairperson
Mike Dormer was re elected Chairman for 2025. Proposed Andre Pretorius. Seconded Henry Geldenhuys.

Monthly walk structure

Meeting point for walks.
The traditional meeting point at Spar was discussed. It was suggested that meeting at Spar and then again at the starting point of the walk creates confusion, unnecessary time delays and administration duplications in terms of indemnities and introductions. It appears that the current format of meeting at the point where the walk starts was accepted and will be specified in the e mail communication one week before the walk. This will be done by means of a Pin Drop for the meeting point location and can be followed on Google maps.
The preferred method of announcement for the monthly hike remains an e mail to all members, one week prior to the walk. Followed up by an e mail reminder to all members on the Friday evening before the hike.
No objections or comments were received regarding the format of the e mail communication and it will remain in its current format.
Arrangements between members for lifts to and from the meeting points can be made in the week before the hike. Members are encouraged to use the Whatsapp Group to make such arrangements.

2) Drivers for non-circular routes?
This remains a challenge and appeals will be made for drivers to volunteer the use of their buses, mini vans and so forth, where the need arises. Such requests will also be placed in the e mails.
The use of Mini bus taxis was suggested but it appears that support was limited.

3) Support for 2 walks per month. 
With a large number of proposed routes available for hiking through the year, a suggestion was made that two formal hikes a month be undertaken. A show of hands revealed reasonable support for the idea. The undertaking was made that consideration would be given to such “second “ walks, depending on the availability of voluntary leaders, people willing to recce the hikes, time to make arrangements and complete the required documentation on the day.

4) The matter of Pets being allowed on hikes was raised.
The club stance has always been No Pets and will remain such.

5) Name tags.
Name tags must be worn while attending hikes. This remains as a courtesy to others, as well as a fail safe in the case of an emergency. The suggestion was made that members should use the inside of the card to record vital details such as medical aid number, contact persons, phone numbers, allergies, blood type and so forth, to be used as required.
There are 35 Uncollected name tags with Elaine, representing R700.00 in uncollected funds. A request was made for members who know the whereabouts of the persons involved, to please take the tags to them.

6) The request for Overnight Hikes to be arranged.
 These are still on the cards. The following routes are under consideration and members will be advised.
	Greyton – McGregor	One hike. Sleep over at one end and return next day
	Swellendam		One night sleepover. Self-catering bungalows at a central point.
				Two hikes
 	Palmiet			One hike. Self-catering accommodation in the mountains. Own
				supplies in your back pack.
[bookmark: _Hlk185676556]	Du Toits Kloof		One hike. Self-catering accommodation in the mountains. Own
				supplies in your back pack.
	Die Dam Agulhas	One hike. Self-catering accommodation in the dunes. Own
				supplies in your back pack.
7) Proposed Hikes for 2025
Following is a list of the hikes proposed for 2025. Members will note that there is no attempt to attach dates to the proposed hike\s as this has proven unsuccessful in the past. Circumstances beyond the control of the club and its members have resulted in the hikes being moved around the calendar to suit, resulting in confusion.
The one hike which will take place every month will still take place on the SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH, as it was in the past. Discretionary “second” hikes will be advertised via e mail, one week ahead of time.
The route or proposal will be mentioned in the monthly communication which goes out one week before the date of the hike. This will allow for greater flexibility in planning and for the possibility of a “second” hike in the month.


	Suggestions
	Proposer
	 
	 

	Baardskeerders Bos Town
	Mike D
	Town
	Bbos

	Witvoets kloof Christoff
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	Bellavista Grootbos
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	Fernkloof
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Hermanus

	Hermanus Cliff Path
	Mike D
	Beach
	Hermanus

	Beloftebos
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Papiesvlei

	Platbos
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	Pincushion Hill
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Lomond

	Leopards Creek HPG
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Bettys Bay

	Ibodi Khaya to Grootbos
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	Hagel Kraal
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Pearly Beach

	Afrikanos to the golf club
	Mike D
	Beach
	Gansbaai

	Stanford town short
	Mike D
	Town
	Stanford

	Adamsbos / Platbos
	Mike D
	Forest
	Uilkraal

	Farm 215
	Mike D
	Hills
	Uilkraal

	Benguela Cove
	Schalk dT
	Vineyard
	Hawston

	Purple Route Grootbos
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	 Protea Peak Grootbos
	Mike D
	 Mountains
	 Gansbaai

	 Ibodi Khaya to Grootbos
	Mike D
	 Mountains
	 Gansbaai

	 Bellavista Fynbos trail
	 Mike D
	 Mountains
	 Gansbaai

	Pearly Beach
	Dirk S
	Beach walk
	Pearly Beach

	Volmoed
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Hermanus

	Hemanuspietersfontein
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Papiesvlei

	Voelklip
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Hermanus

	Lomond Flower Valley
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	Die Plaat
	 Mike D
	Beach walk
	Gansbaai

	Raka
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Papiesvlei

	Panorama
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Gansbaai

	Napier
	 Mike D
	Mountains
	Napier

	Vermont
	Schalk dT
	Beach walk
	Hermanus

	De Kelders
	 Mike D
	Cliff Path
	Gansbaai

	Zandberg
	Mike D
	Hills
	Elim

	Suurveld
	Biffy vR
	Hills
	 

	Zoetendal / Strandveld Wines
	Mike D
	Wine Farms
	Elim

	Voelklip Zig Zag
	Jill H
	Mountains
	Hermanus

	Tesselaarsdal
	Jenny H
	Mountains
	Tesselaarsdal

	Klein Paradijs
	Mike D
	Mountains
	Pearly Beach










Walking Sticks
A number of hand made walking sticks, constructed from local and indigenous hardwoods, were kindly donated to the club by their creator Kobus de Kock.
Members who had contributed to the club were asked to select a walking stick for themselves, from the collection, in recognition of their efforts. Members who are sincerely thanked below, who are not in possession of a stick are free to collect one from Mike.

Hike Leaders
Henry Geldenhuys
Paul George
Schalk du Toit
Dirk Staal
Debbie Odendaal
Jill Horton
Hike Sweepers:
Con van Eyssen
Pikkie Hoffman

By oversight and with my apologies, Eben (the Braaimeester) van der Merwe, should also collect his walking stick. Perhaps he will delegate Lizette to collect.

Birthday wishes message.
The Birthday Wish message will be changed , as supported by the members, to include the birth date and month.
Apology was made to Dave Privett for omitting his name from the December greetings list. It was pointed out that the source of this information is the ID number on the Membership Form. Members who are not on the birthday wish list will be sent a membership form to complete so that record keeping is effective

Xplorio web site.
The Xplorio site, kindly donated to the club by them, was discussed and the site shared.
Members were invited to contribute blogs and photos through River Thomas on e-mail to : river@xplorio.com. Failing which, send them to Mike and he will distribute accordingly.
Blogs and the photos can be found at : xplorio.com/gansbaai/strandveld-hiking-club/













Memorabilia, in partnership with The Crazee Store Print Shop in Gansbaai.

You may bring your own shirt for branding or purchase a shirt in-store.
The following branded products are available from Eric and his team.

Plain T Shirts without branding:
White 180 gram T shirt 	R95,00
White 195 gram T shirt	R145,00
Coloured shirts		R150,00

Branding :

Pocket logo 		R60,00
A4 size back picture	R120,00
Mugs			R100,00 each. These are branded with the Bettys Bay picture including a
King Protea and a hiker silhouette.
Place orders with Mike or order direct from the Print Shop staff.

Thank you
A vote of thanks was given to those who contributed to a successful year, not least of which was a successful year end party. Mention was made of :
Marius van der Merwe for his taxi service for vehicle drivers
Eben van der Merwe for the braai
Annalie Pretorius for the birthday cakes
10 Salads donated by members
Cash donations from members towards the costs of the venue
The Birkenhead Boat Club.

There being no further matters, the meeting was closed with Best Wishes for all Members and extended families for a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Mike Dormer 
Chairman
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